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bowen and Margaret Montgomery Shannon Trading Post

i

The towﬁ of Montgomery actually has its beginning when Owen Shannon and
his wife, Margaret Mohtgomery Shannon, establiched a trading post in the
southwestern corner of their colonization grant from the Mexican Government
through Empressario Steﬁhen F. Aﬁstin. The small stream upon wh!ﬁh thef
located becamé Known in later’ years as "Town Creek®. This small stream is
actually the western extreme of AtKins Creek, a tributary of the West Fork of .
the San Jaci&fo Ribe;.l | |

AS a very young man; (age fourteen yearsi, Owen Shannon serued in the
Continental Army of the Américan Revolution.2 Faf his services, he received
tand in Franklin County, Georgia\ In Georgia, he met Margaret Montgomery,
sister of Willlam Montgomery.. On Dctober'22, 1792, in Wilkes County, Georgla,
Owen Shannon and Margaret Montgomery were married.3 OFf the children of this
union,'most recelved Mexican Land Grante and sett!9d'in Texas undér Stephen F.
Austin’s colonization efforts.4 ‘ -

Shannon’s first‘dayghter, Eilinder, married Jonas Ha}rieonzﬁqd settled in
Shelby County, Nancy, the secondvdaughter, married Charlgs G;rrétt, 8r., a
member of Austin’s>"01d Tﬁree Hundred”. Ruthy Shannon married James Miller,
and they received Tand in what 1s now San Jacinto County. The oldest son,
John, received his grént withi'n the bounds of the earliest Montgomery Coun;y,
while the other son, Jacob, received his grant of land in the present-day °
Montgomery County.5

"Few pioneers helped create one Repubtic, but‘Owen Shannon Is listed as

being one of forty that helped create two Republics.,"d In addition to his
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service In the Amepicgn Revotutlon, at age 44, Owen Shannon mustered in the
Aves Bayou District of Texas and Coahuila in 1824,7

Jacob Montgomery Shannon, sec&nd son of Owen and Margaret Montgomery
Shannon, was an Indlan tradef whosel]and grant lay about five miles west of
that of his father’s grant. Here he and his wife, Kitty Yoakum Shannon, {whom
he had married in 1823 near Fort Jessup, Louisiana)8 established their trading
post in an area that became Known as Shannon’s Prairie, Jjust north of the
present town of Dobbin.?

According to both Montgomery and Shannon family histories, the two groups
came to Texas from Georgla together in about 1824.10 ‘They llved near San’
Augustine for several years. In about 1827, they moved on to their land
grants in what becams Montgomery County in 1837.11

These dates coinclde retatively well with informatlon given by son, Jacob
Bhannon. In a letter, responding to a request in 1870 from the Texas 8tate
Hlstarlcal Association for Information about early settlement of Texas, Jacob
Shannon wrotet

“1 settled on ‘the Red Sandy near San Augustine in November,

1821~--staid there 9 years thep moved to Montgomery where 1 have
Ilved ever since."12

This indicates that father and son moved on from San Augustine to land
- grants, each to establish and operﬁte trading posts, 6n1y five miles apart,
somettme between the yeart of late 1827 and 1830. Each grant bears the -
officlal patent year'as 1831, <(Owen Shannon’s being dated April 8, 1831>t3

Owen and Margaret Shannon traded with the friendlf Indians as well ag the
'settiers of the area, This tradlné post was located at a crossroads of travel

for Indians and Anglo settlers, especially those headed to take up land in
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Austin’s colonies. Peaple came here from miles around to trade for Hécessary
supplies and to visit and-exchange news, Many travelers atopped‘tb spend the
night or to sécure information about other parts of Austin’s coionies and the
peocple coming into Texas.i4

What thig.tradlng post on Town Creek was aftualiy called is still unclear
in history, The story hés b#en handed down in the Shannon family that it was
called "Montgomery" (Margarét Bhannon’s malden name) to distinguish it from
Jacob Shannon’s trading pos{ located only five miles to the west of his
parents’ business.15 |

Mo;tgomery famlly descendants,-hgweﬁef, claim that Mafgaret Shannon’s
nephew, Andrew~Monfgomery,.may have traded with the Indians here befﬁre
Margaret and Owen Shannon arﬁiued and then turned'the business over to‘hig
~aunt and uncle.lé At any rate, Owen and Margaret Shannon settled on their
tand grant'here Just northlﬁabout 1 mile) of the present site of the town of
Montgomery while Andrew Montgomery settled some twenty miles to the ﬁest in
present-day Griﬁes County; His grave in the Stoneham Cemetery declares him fb
have been a soldier of the Texas Army at the Battle of 8San Jacinto:

| “And?ew Jackson Montgomery
Born in Alabama in 1805,
tame to Texas in 1830 with his brother, John,
participated in the battle of San Jacinto
as a member of Captaln James Gillaspie‘s Company."17

When the new town of Montgomery was located and platted about a mile up
the hill south of Town Creek, A. McCown, proprietor, -placed an ad in the>
Montgomery PATRIOT newspaper of April, 1844, Informing the public that he has

had the town re-surﬁeyed and is now ready to make sale of lots, .He describes
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the area in this mannep:
"The lands surnodnding-Mantgomery, knoﬁn a5 Lake Creek Settleﬁe;t, being -

of such a rich and fertile character, and_héving a rich'and industrious

population, it is destined tc-be,-in a short time, a town of considerable

importance,

Montgomery is the site of the most flaurishing,,pnpulous, and intelligent

county in the Republic,“18

By this time the tradfné post on Town Creek had served its purpose., On
November 15, 1838, Montgomeby County executor for the.estqte df Dwen Shannon
was named.i? His exacf place of burlal, however,.is still uncertaiq. A
commemarative government grave stone wasg placed in the 01d Methodist
Churchyard in Montgomer} undér the.dtrection of the Margaret Montgomery
Chapter of ihe Daughters of the American Revolution, The inscription on this
étone SaYs! |

“Owen Shannon
6.A. Troops
Réu. War"
on a bronze plague:
| “Revolutionary Soldier
- 1775-1783
Placed by Margaret Montgomery Chapter D.A.R.%20
"On the Montgomery County Census of 1850, Margaret Shannon is listed as 77
years of age, born in South Caraiina; listed adjacent to the famlty of her
Bon, Jacob.21 It is said that after the death of her husband, she Jived with

her son, Jacob, at Shannon‘s Prairie.22 A stone in her honop stands in the
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. Jacob Shannon Evergreen Cehe&ery; locéted Jusf éouth of the old Jacob Shannon
home site on land inen by him for a a cemetery, The Inscripéion Eéids:
"Margaret Montgamery '
Shannon
- 1772-1854
wife of Oﬁen Shannon, Reuotutionaryrsoldier
Member of Austin’s 4ih Eolony
He founded and named the Montgomery Trading Post.

He is buried In the Old Cemetery In Montgomery, Texas."23
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